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(Fo  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
public  Health  Committee  of  the 
Borou^  of  Cowbridge, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Health  and  Sanitary  ConditioriS 
of  the  Borough  for  the  year  ending  31st  December  1948  is  set  out  hereunder. 

The  National  Health  Service  Act  1946  cane  into  force  on 
the  4th  July,  1948  and  the  Maternity  and  Child  V/elfare  Services  are  nov 
controlled  by  the  County  Council, 

Miss  E,  Raimsley,  the  Health  Visitor,  retired  in  June, 
1948,  She  had  been  part  time  health  visitor  for  the  Borough  since  1944» 

Miss  Rax'msley  was  a very  capable  health  officer  \7ith  an  extensive  knowledge 
of  child  welfare.  It  was  indeed  a pleasure  to  v/ork  with  her  and  I an 
pleased  to  place  on  record  ny  appreciation  of  her  servicesE, 

The  Council  were  able  to  deal  -with  sone  outstanding  slum 
clearance  work  by  taking  individual  denolition  procedure  in  respect  of  11 
houses  and  flats.  Eight  of  the  tenants  were  allocated  houses  on  the  Council’s 
new  housing  Estate  at  The  Lines, 

No  further  progress  was  nade  in  connection  with  the 
ecmbinedl  Sev/erage  Scheme  for  Llanblethian  and  Gov/bridge,  I understand, 
however,  that  the  plans  are  almost  complete. 


I an.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen^ 
Your  obedierlt  Servant, 

D/iVID  J.  EVMS* 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


SECTION  »A” 


ST/iTISTICS  /uND  SOCIi^L  CONDITIONS  OF  [ME  AWA 


Area  - in  acres 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the 
rate  book,  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  

Sun  represented  by  a penny  rate  

Rateable  value  of  the  District  

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate  nid  1948) 


...  84. 

...282. 

...£22.  10.  0, 

...£5,622. 

...1,110. 


EXTR/iCTS  FOR  VITAL  STATISTICS  OP  TIffi  YE/\R. 


Live  Births, 

Births  Registered.  - 19^48 

Male, 

^Penale, 

Total, 

Legitimate  live  births,  ... 

9 

15 

Illegitimate  live  births  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

Totals, 

6 

9 

15 

STILL  BIRTHS; 


' Legitixiate  still  births, 

Illegitirrate  still  births, 

BIRTH  RATE,  per  1,000  population. 

Crude  Birth  Rate  Cowbridge  Borough, 
Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales, 

Birth  Rate  for  Adninistrative  County 
of  Glanorgan, 

Birth  Rate  for  Urban  Areas  in  Glaiuorgan* 
IHFANT  MORTALITY. 


Number  of  deaths  under  1 year  of  age. 

Infant  Hortality  rate  for  Covybridge 
per  11,000  births. 

Infant  mortality  rate  for  England  and  'wales. 
Infant  Mortality  rate  for  Adninistrative 
County  of  G3Lanorgan,, 

Infant  Mortality  rate  .for  Urban  Areas  in 
Glamorgan, 

.HEATH  RATE  per  1i,QO0  population. 

Criide  death  rate  for  Cov/bridge  Borough, 

Death  rate  for  llngland  and  T/ales, 

Death  rate  for  Adninistrative  County 
of  Glanorg^an, 

Death  rate  for  Urban  Areas  in  Glanorgan, 
CASES  OF  DEATHS  (CIVILI.W^)  1948. 


Male,  Female,  Tot  ad 

1 - 1 

Nil  Nil  Nil 


13.5 

17.9 

18.9 
19.3 


Nil 

Nil 

3if 

41 

41 


8.1 

10.8 

11,6 

11.9 


Disease, 

Male. 

Female , 

Total, 

Heart  diseases. 

- 

2 

2 

Syphilitic  Diseases, 

1 

- 

1 

Cancer 

- 

1 

1 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions. 

- 

1 

11 

Bronchitis^. 

1 

- 

1 

Nephritis, 

1 

1 

2 

Other  caissa. 

1 

- 

1 

TOTAL. 

4 

5 

9 

SECTION  "B” 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALIH  SERVICI^S  'WITHIN  IHE  BOROUGH 

(a)  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

David  J,  Evans,  M.R.C.S,  (Eng),  L.R.C.P,  (bond)  (Part  Tine) 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Cowbridge  Rural  Area  imd 
Certifying  Factory  Surgeon  for  Cowbridge  Area, 


; 


I 


I 


I 


. 


(^)  other  Officers, 
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Hubert  Thomas,  M,R,  San, I,,  M.S.I.A.,  Sanitary  Inspector 
(part  Tine  *»  holds  appointment  with  Cowbridge  R,D,C,) 

0 Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary- 

Inspector*  s Examination  Joint  Board,,  Meat  and  Pood 
Inspector's  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute, 

Miss  E.  Rawnsley,  Health  Visitor  (Part  Time  - holds 
appointment  with  the  Cowbridge  R,D,C,  ) State  Registered 
Nurse,  Certified  Midwife, , Health  Visitors  Certificate 
of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  (to  July,  192*8) 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES, 

Ther-e  has  been  a change  in  the  arrangements  for  the  examination  of 
pathological  specimens.  This  work  is  now  carried  out 
by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  (Cardiff  Branch) 
directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the  Ministry 
of  Health, 

Chemical  analysis  remains  the  responsibility  of  the  Cardiff 
and  County  PuMic  Health  Laboratory, 

AI.IBUL/iNCE  i!2\CILITIES 

The  ambulance  arrangements  for  both  general  and  infectious 
cases  are  nov;  opera-bed  by  the  Glamorgan  Countsy  Council 
as  part  of  their  responsibility  as  the  Health  Authority, 


HOSPITALS 


The  National  Health  Services  Act  set  up  Regional  Hospital 
Boards  and  the  Infectious  diseases  and  general  hospitals 
are  nov\r  operated  by  that  body, 

I desire  to  place  on  record  their  close  contact  and  co- 
operation M^iich  has  filways  been  enjoyed  in  relationship 
-with  the  staff  of  the  Cefn  Hirgoed  Joint  Hospital  Board, 

OTHER  TREATtJMT  CENTRES 

The  trea-bment  centres  for  tuberculosis,  venereal  and  mental 
diseases  are  now  all  conducted  by  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board, 

MATERNITY  AND  CHIII>.  WELFARE. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  services,  Which  had  been 
carried  out  very  successfully  by  the  Borough  Council  for 
many  years,  were  taken  over  by  the  Glamorgan  County 
Couhcil  in  July,  192|8,  This  was  part  of  the  change 

over  in  the  functions  of  the  local  authority  as  the 
result  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  192*-6, 

The  times  and  dates  of  the  Ante  Natal  and  Child  Welfare 
Clinics  in  the  Borough  remain  unaltered  under  the  new  scheme, 

PREVALENCE  OP,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


One  case  of  Poliomyelitis  -was  reported  during  the  year.  The  patient, 
a child,  age  7 years,  was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  recovered  from 
the  disease.  Every  known  i:)rccaution  was  taken  and  no  farther  cases  were 
notified. 

No  other  infectious  cases  were  reported. 


TUBERCULOSIS; 


One  new  case  of  Tuberculosis  was  reported  during  the  year. 
There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease.  The  cases  remaining  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  as  follows; - 


Males, 

Females, 

Pulmonary, 

Non-pu  Imonary , 

Pulmonary, 

Non-pulmona  ry , 

Total 

1. 

3.  ' 

2, 

1. 

7 

This  represents  a decrease  of  one  case  compared  with  1947 • 


SECTION 


SANITART  CIRCUHSTMCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supply;  •- 

The  Mid-Glamorgan  Water  Board  have  public  mains  extending 
through  the  town.  The  supioly  is  excellent  from  a bacteriological 
standpoint  but  the  excessive  hardness  gives  rise  to  many  complaints. 

The  water  service  was  extended  to  serve  the  16  houses: 
occupied  and  in  course  of  erection  at  the  Limes  Housing  site, 

Swimiaing  Bath  and  Pools; - 

The  open  air  svALmming  bath  on  the  river  Thaw  north 
of  Cowbridge  has  not  been  used  extensively  during  the  post  'vyar  years.  Its 
position,  forming  part  of  the  river  some  distance  from  the  town,  leaves  much 
to  be  desiaped.  It  needs  constant  cleansing  as  silt  from  the  river 

is  deposited  on  the  base  of  the  pool.  Supervision  is  costly  and 

difficult  id  much  damage  is  done  by  irresponsible  youths. 

Schools; - 

' There  are  tvra  schools  in  the  area.  One  is  the  Elementary  School 

at  Broadway  and  the  other  the  Cowbridge  Gramiwir  Scheol, 

(a)  Pontfaen  Elementary  School;  Pail  closets  are  provided  for  the 
pupils  and  staff  and  mains  vj-ater  is  available.  The  Borough 
Council  have  asked  the  County  Authority  to  consider  the  question 
of  converting  the  closets  to  water  closets  and  the  County  .cm. 
prepared  to  carry  out  the  vrork  provided  some  technicalities  in 
connection  with  the  drainage  are  overcome, 

(b)  Cowbridge  Grammai*  Scheol;  This  school  is  provided  with  water 
closets,  shower  baths  and  mains  water.  Some  of  the  drainage 
from  this  school  discharges  directly  into  the  river. 

The  County  Authorities  have  under  consideration  the  question  of 
providing  a small  sewage  disposal  plant  for  this  school  but 
little  progress  seems  to  have  been  made  during  the  past  year 

Housing; - 

The  Council’s  housing  progress  made  during  the  year  is  set  out 

below;  - 


Houses  completed  and  occupied,  4 

Houses  in  on  advanced  stage,,  of 
construction,  ' 6 

Houses  authorised  <'ind  .Commenced-,  6 


i6 


Total 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library  * 
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The  ©nail  sewage  disposal  plant  serving  the  Limes  Housing  Estate 
has  been  brought  into  service.  These  works  are  in  the  area  of  the 

Cov/bridge  Rural  District, 


Milk  Samples;- 

Samples  of  milk  for  Bacteriological  Examination. 

Samples  taken  from  Purveyors  in  the  Borough  during  the  year,,,  . 10 


Satisfying  and  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test,,,.».,. 9 

Satisfying  the  B,  Coli  Test ..  S 


Samples  of  Milk  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle 
Bacilli^ 


Six  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  the  presence  of  tubercle 
bacilli.  Negative  results  were  given  in  five  cases  one  proved 
positive. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926 

Number  of  Retail  Purveyors  on  Register,  4 

Number  of  Producers  registered.  Nil 

Milk  (Speoial  Designations)  Regulations, 193^-46 

Number  of  Supplementary  Licences  issued  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special 
Designations;® 

(a)  Pasteurised i (b)  Tuberculin  Tested 2, 

Meat  and  Other  Foods; »» 

The  foodstuffs  inspected  and  condemned  are  given  in 
the  summarised  statement  below.  The  various  unsound  foods  v;ere  disposed  of 
to  the  instructions  of  the  Salvage  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Food, 


Class  of  Foodstuff i 

lbs* 

ozs 

Fresh  Meat, 

1092 

1 

Tinned  meat. 

77 

6 

Sausage  meat. 

1 

11 

Tin  Milk, 

4 

10 

Tin  Vegetables, 

6 

11 

Tin  Pish, 

1 

14 

Tea, 

12 

8 

Jam* 

6 

8 

Tin  Fruit, 

1 

14 

Dried  fruit. 

20 

0 

Fish, 

70 

0 

1295  lbs. 

3 ozs 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938#  (Section  14) 

Number  of  premises  registex'ed  for  the  manufacture  and 

sale  of  sausages,  pressed,  pickled  and  preserved  foods 4 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938#  (Section  14) 

Number  of  premises  registex'ed  for  the  manufacture  and 

sale  of  sausages,  pressed,  pickled  and  preserved  foods 4 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture  of  ice  cream 3 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream 4 


Samples  of  Ice  Cream; •- 

Informal  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  taken  during  the  year 
and  the  results  compared  with  the  provisional  grading  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 

Samples  in  Provisional  Grade  1i 1 

do  2 mi 

da  3 ...  4 

dS'  , , , 1 , 


T'i 


i 
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Domestic  Pests; 

(a)  Rodents; 

The  Borough  Council  has  taken  advantage  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture’s  scheme  of  financial  assistant  for  rat  destruction  in  the 
Borough,  Infestations  of  private  d^velliiTgs  are  treated  free  of  cost  to 
the  occupier.  Business  premises  are  charged  for  the  service. 

The  Council  are  able  to  clajm  30%  of  the  expenditure 
incurred  in  operating  the'  above  schemes. 

Three  treatments  of  premises  were  carried  out  during  the 
year.  The  Ministry  of  Agriculture’s  methods  were  adopted  in  each  case. 


("b)  Bed  Bugs; 

’ No  infestations  were  found  or  reported  during  the  year. 


Public  Cleansing; 

(a)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal; 

Refuse  is  collected  tvdee  weekly  within 
the  Borough,  The  Tfork  is  carried  out  by  a local  Contractor,  Disposal 
is  arranged  through  the  Coxrbridge  Rural  District  Council, 

(b)  Street  Cleansing; 

The  Borough  Council  is  responsible  for  the 
scavenging  of  the  highways  in  the  tovm. 

Shops; 

No  action  was  necessary  in  connection  mth  the  shops  Act,  1934. 

Tfie  Public  Health  Act,  193^  or  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 

Smoke  Abatement; 

There  are  no  industrial  plants  in  the  Borough  and  there  is 
no  serious  atmospheric  pollution; 

Drainage  and  Sewage; 

The  Engineers  commenced  the  survey  for  the  new  sewerage 
schone  and  it  was  reported  at  the  end  of  the  year  that  the  plans  would  be 
ready  early  in  the  new  year. 


Plang; 

The  following  plans  were  submitted  and  approved  under  the  Buildijag  Byelaws; - 
New  houses  or  conversion  of 


Buildings  into  houses,  1 

Additions  to  or  alterations 
to  business  premises,  1 

Drainage  works.  2 

Total.  4 

Closet  Accommodation; 


The  number  and  types  of  the  various  types  of  Sfinitaiy 
Conveniences  in  the  Borough  are  set  out  on  the  following  schedule ;- 


Business 

Private 

Total, 

Premises 

with  Pail  Closets; 

5 

19 

24 

Premises 

v/ith  Water  Closets; 

35 

117 

152 

Premises 

vdth  Cesspools  or 

Vaults, 

1i 

«7 

136 

Total; 


41 


273 


3114 
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(11^  Housing  Act,  195^;  Doaolition  of  Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

The  Council  considered  a report  prepared  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
upon  the  first  part  of  a survey  of  the  unhealthy  houses  in  the  Borough. 

The  report  luioludcd  the  follc'/ing  houses  ceed  'n  each  case  individual 
De:  olition  n’occdure  un.xr  '‘Oction  11  of  tlie  Iiousing  Act,  193^  v;as  re- 
co:,a-icr!ded:  - 

Nos,  1,  3 and  5 Verity* s Court, 

Plats  Nos.  1,  2 & 3 at  rear  of  39A  High  Street, 

3ta  and  31^.-  High  Street, 

Old  Blue  Bell, 

Proce&re  to  close  parts  of  the  follov/ing  dvrellings  under  Section  12 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  was  also  recomended:- 

45,  High  Street, 

39,  High  Street,  * 

The  Council  resolved  to  accept  this  rexoort  and  the  necessary  orders 
were  raade,  vdth  no  appeals.  Two  of  the  tenants  were  re-housed  at  the 

end  of  the  year.  The  reminder  were  allocated  Council  Houses  in  course 

of  erection  on  the  new  housing  site. 

Summary  of  No  tic-  es  served ; 

Public  Health  Acts; 

Informal  Notices,  8 

Woric  carried  out,  6 

Statutory  Notices,  7 

Work  carried  out  7 

Housing  Acts; 

Demolition  Orders  made,  6 
Official  undertakings 
accepted,  3 

Closure  of  parts  of 
Dwellings,  2 

Total:  11 


Factories  Act,  1937; 

The  report  on  the  Factories  in  the  Borough  has  been  prepared  on 
the  follomng  lines  to  comply  -vd-th  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and 
National  service:- 


Premises, 

No,  on 
Register, 

Inspections, 

Notices, 

Fpetopies  in 
which  Sections 

1, 2,3,4-  and  6 
are  enforced 
by  the  Council, 

3 

8 

Nil 

Factories  not 
included  in  (l) 
-which  S,7  is  en- 
forced by  the 
Council, 

7 

15 

Nil 

1 


